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(2) Subsections (f) and (g) of section 7253 of
title 38, United States Code, shall apply with
respect to the service of a judge on the Court
under this section.

(¢c) TEMPORARY SERVICE IN OTHER POSI-
TIONS.—(1) If on the date that the person ap-
pointed to the position on the Court occu-
pied by a judge under this section is qualified
another position on the Court is vacant, the
judge may serve in such other position under
this section.

(2) If two or more judges seek to serve in a
position on the Court in accordance with
paragraph (1), the judge senior in service on
the Court shall serve in the position under
that paragraph.

(d) COMPENSATION.—(1) Notwithstanding
any other provision of law, a person whose
service as a judge of the Court continues
under this section shall be paid for the pe-
riod of service under this section an amount
as follows:

(A) In the case of a person eligible to re-
ceive retired pay under subchapter V of
chapter 72 of title 38, United States Code, or
a retirement annuity under subchapter III of
chapter 83 or subchapter II of chapter 84 of
title 5, United States Code, as applicable, an
amount equal to one-half of the amount of
the current salary payable to a judge of the
Court under chapter 72 of title 38, United
States Code, having a status on the Court
equivalent to the highest status on the Court
attained by the person.

(B) In the case of a person not eligible to
receive such retired pay or such retirement
annuity, an amount equal to the amount of
current salary payable to a judge of the
Court under such chapter 72 having a status
on the Court equivalent to the highest status
on the Court attained by the person.

(2) Amounts paid under this subsection to
a person described in paragraph (1)(A)—

(A) shall not be treated as—

(i) compensation for employment with the
United States for purposes of section 7296(e)
of title 38, United States Code, or any provi-
sion of title 5, United States Code, relating
to the receipt or forfeiture of retired pay or
retirement annuities by a person accepting
compensation for employment with the
United States; or

(ii) pay for purposes of deductions or con-
tributions for or on behalf of the person to
retired pay under subchapter V of chapter 72
of title 38, United States Code, or under
chapter 83 or 84 of title 5, United States
Code, as applicable; but

(B) may, at the election of the person, be
treated as pay for purposes of deductions or
contributions for or on behalf of the person
to a retirement or other annuity, or both,
under subchapter V of chapter 72 of title 38,
United States Code, or under chapter 83 or 84
of title 5, United States Code, as applicable.

(3) Amounts paid under this subsection to
a person described in paragraph (1)(B) shall
be treated as pay for purposes of deductions
or contributions for or on behalf of the per-
son to retired pay or a retirement or other
annuity under subchapter V of chapter 72 of
title 38, United States Code, or under chapter
83 or 84 of title 5, United States Code, as ap-
plicable.

(4) Amounts paid under this subsection
shall be derived from amounts available for
payment of salaries and benefits of judges of
the Court.

(e) CREDITABLE SERVICE.—(1) The service as
a judge of the Court under this section of a
person who makes an election provided for
under subsection (d)(2)(B) shall constitute
creditable service toward the judge’s years of
judicial service for purposes of section 7297 of
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title 38, United States Code, with such serv-
ice creditable at a rate equal to the rate at
which such service would be creditable for
such purposes if served by a judge of the
Court under chapter 72 of that title.

(2) The service as a judge of the Court
under this section of a person paid salary
under subsection (d)(1)(B) shall constitute
creditable service of the person toward re-
tirement under subchapter V of chapter 72 of
title 38, United States Code, or subchapter
III of chapter 83 or subchapter II of chapter
84 of title 5, United States Code, as applica-
ble.

(f) ELIGIBILITY FOR ADDITIONAL SERVICE.—
The service of a person as a judge of the
Court under this section shall not affect the
eligibility of the person for appointment to
an additional term or terms on the Court,
whether in the position occupied by the per-
son under this section or in another position
on the Court.

(g) TREATMENT OF PARTY MEMBERSHIP.—
For purposes of determining compliance
with the last sentence of section 7253(b) of
title 38, United States Code, the party mem-
bership of a judge serving on the Court under
this section shall not be taken into account.

SEC. 502. MODIFIED TERMS FOR CERTAIN
JUDGES OF UNITED STATES COURT
OF APPEALS FOR VETERANS
CLAIMS.

(a) MODIFIED TERMS.—Notwithstanding

section 7253(c) of title 38, United States Code,
the term of any judge of the Court who is ap-
pointed to a position on the Court that be-
comes vacant in 2004 shall be 13 years.

(b) ELIGIBILITY FOR RETIREMENT.—(1) For
purposes of determining the eligibility to re-
tire under section 7296 of title 38, United
States Code, of a judge appointed as de-
scribed in subsection (a)—

(A) the age and service requirements in the
table in paragraph (2) shall apply to the
judge instead of the age and service require-
ments in the table in subsection (b)(1) of that
section that would otherwise apply to the
judge; and

(B) the minimum years of service applied
to the judge for eligibility to retire under
the first sentence of subsection (b)(2) of that
section shall be 13 years instead of 15 years.

(2) The age and service requirements in
this paragraph are as follows:

The judge has attained And the years of service
as a judge are at least
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SEC. 503. TEMPORARY AUTHORITY FOR VOL-
UNTARY SEPARATION INCENTIVES
FOR CERTAIN JUDGES ON UNITED
STATES COURT OF APPEALS FOR
VETERANS CLAIMS.

(a) TEMPORARY AUTHORITY.—A voluntary
separation incentive payment may be paid in
accordance with this section to any judge of
the Court described in subsection (c).

(b) AMOUNT OF INCENTIVE PAYMENT.—The
amount of a voluntary separation incentive
payment paid to a judge under this section
shall be $25,000.

(c) COVERED JUDGES.—A voluntary separa-
tion incentive payment may be paid under
this section to any judge of the Court who—

(1) meets the age and service requirements
for retirement set forth in section 7296(b)(1)
of title 38, United States Code, as of the date
on which the judge retires from the Court;

(2) submits a notice of an intent to retire
in accordance with subsection (d); and

(3) retires from the Court under that sec-
tion not later than 30 days after the date on
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which the judge meets such age and service
requirements.

(d) NOTICE OF INTENT TO RETIRE.—(1) A
judge of the Court seeking payment of a vol-
untary separation incentive payment under
this section shall submit to the President
and Congress a timely notice of an intent to
retire from the Court, together with a re-
quest for payment of the voluntary separa-
tion incentive payment.

(2) A notice shall be timely submitted
under paragraph (1) only if submitted—

(A) not later than one year before the date
of retirement of the judge concerned from
the Court; or

(B) in the case of a judge whose retirement
from the Court will occur less than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
not later than 30 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act.

(e) DATE OF PAYMENT.—A voluntary sepa-
ration incentive payment may be paid to a
judge of the Court under this section only
upon the retirement of the judge from the
Court.

(f) TREATMENT OF PAYMENT.—A voluntary
separation incentive payment paid to a judge
under this section shall not be treated as pay
for purposes of contributions for or on behalf
of the judge to retired pay or a retirement or
other annuity under subchapter V of chapter
72 of title 38, United States Code.

(g2) ELIGIBILITY FOR TEMPORARY SERVICE ON
COURT.—A judge seeking payment of a vol-
untary separation incentive payment under
this section may serve on the Court under
section 401 if eligible for such service under
that section.

(h) SOURCE OF PAYMENTS.—Amounts for
voluntary separation incentive payments
under this section shall be derived from
amounts available for payment of salaries
and benefits of judges of the Court.

(i) EXPIRATION OF AUTHORITY.—A voluntary
separation incentive payment may not be
paid under this section to a judge who retires
from the Court after December 31, 2002.

SEC. 504. DEFINITION.

In this title, the term ‘‘Court” means the
United States Court of Appeals for Veterans
Claims.

Amend the title so as to read: ‘““‘An Act To
amend title 38, United States Code, to en-
hance programs providing health care, edu-
cation, memorial, and other benefits for vet-
erans, to authorize major medical facility
projects for the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, and for other purposes.”.

———
NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND
SPACE ADMINISTRATION  AU-

THORIZATION ACT OF 1999

FRIST AMENDMENT NO. 2542

Mr. DOMENICI (for Mr. FRIST) pro-
posed an amendment to the bill (H.R.
1654) to authorize appropriations for
the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration for fiscal years 2000,
2001, and 2002, and for other purposes

[The amendment was not available
for printing. It will appear in a future
edition of the RECORD.]
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